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Baby s Education as Related to His
Future Sex Consciousness
The Sex Instinct. Following hard upon the physical, as a
part of it and yet connecting it very closely with the mental ami
spiritual, comes that part of baby's training that has to do with
a nervous and psychological mechanism without proper place
until the marital life of later years, and which normally should
lie dormant—a mere potential—until awakened under proper
conditions of life and love.
The sex instinct, that great motive force on which is built all
social economy, which forms the strongest ties of love and affec-
tion, which is the greatest factor in human love and sorrow; that
attraction which forms the greatest bonds between human be-
ings,—between man and woman, between parent and child; that
thing without which life would be barren and would itself go out,
without which baby would not be here in his beautiful, flowerlike
purity—the most beautiful flower that ever was created, the
loveliest, the most beautiful of nature's gifts; that thing which
is the source of most of the world's happiness, the fountainhead
of most of its woes; that which can lead us nearest to God or
drive us farthest from Him; that which may be the most beauti-
ful of all our experiences or the ugliest.; that force which, given
as our greatest blessing, may become our greatest curse; that
which was given to be the highest and holiest emotion known to
human friendship, but which may come to be the lowest and
most degraded of all that has to do with human relationship*
In what way, pray tell, can there be any connection between this
and the education of the baby? Well enough for us who are
older to consider it and carefully weigh its problems, but surely
there is little need for a discussion of it in connection with the
care of a little child.
The Baby's Subconscious Mind. Yes, but there is! Our
talks about the baby and our responsibility to him are not com-
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